City of Buckley
Planning Commission Minutes
November 6, 2017
Vice-Chairperson Harris called meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The following members were present:  Helmer and Garland. McPhail was absent and excused.
Helmer moved to approve the minutes of the October 16, 2017 commission meeting.    Garland seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Transportation Element, E-5 Public Hearing
Harris opened the public hearing on the setbacks to marijuana facilities at 7:02 PM.

Thompson gave a presentation to the Commission and Public regarding the Transportation Element, E-5 of the Comprehensive Plan.  

There were not comments from the public.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:07 PM.

Garland stated he just had one comment regarding Goal 5.6 Environment, Policy 5.6.3, regarding the trails not effecting wetlands.  He agrees with all of it however there are sometimes that those areas can’t be avoided and there is no mention of how to mitigate that, it is a very restrictive goal the way it is.  Thompson stated the policy goals should be less restrictive rather than more restrictive.  We have in the wetlands codes we have everything necessary in those chapters to reduce the effects of any intrusions and to require the mitigation.
Helmer stated he had a couple comments.  Is what we have here in our folder what was presented on the power point presentation in February 2015.  Thompson stated yes it is.   Helmer stated is it correct that it was then sent to the agencies for comments.  Thompson stated that is correct.  Helmer asked if there were any comments back.  Thompson stated yes we did from Puget Sound Regional Council and State of Washington Department of Commerce.  Thompson stated the new updated version is on the website.  Helmer stated before he can make a final determination on this, he would like to see the State’s comments.  He did have a copy of the Puget Sound Regional Council comments and he had questions on this regarding the financing plan based on their comments.  Discussion ensued.  Helmer stated he doesn’t think the response from Gray and Osborne is not complete and if the Puget Sound Regional Council is coming out to tell us to do something, we should do it.  Thompson stated after the corrections were made and sent to them, they had no further comments back to us.  Garland stated he agrees with Helmer.  After more discussion, there will be changes made and Thompson will bring it back to the Commission at the next meeting.
Anomaly Ordinance 2017

Thompson stated she has not added anything because she has been slammed so she did what she could and asked her assistant to finish it.  SEPA will be published next Wednesday so then we are looking at a January 8, 2018 hearing date.  Helmer still had a question about the Short Plats.  On the long plats do they expire?  Thompson stated yes they do.  Helmer stated is it the State then that said local jurisdictions could set their own whether they want to or not on Short Plats.  Thompson stated actually she doesn’t think the State said anything about it.  Garland stated the State doesn’t really have a vehicle called a preliminary short plat; it leaves the verbiage up to the local jurisdictions.  They do have a few regulations such as not re-platting for a period of five years, but most of the administrative functions are left silent for the local jurisdictions.  Garland stated Pierce County does have a sunset date and so does Gig Harbor.  Helmer stated he checked with several cities around the area and nobody had expiration on short plats.   Thompson stated when she started in Planning; the language was read the same for short plats and long plats.  Discussion ensued.  Harris stated there has been enough discussion and we are not going to make a decision tonight.  Helmer stated he doesn’t think this is an anomaly and he thinks it is punitive and not to him but to anyone that has a piece of property that wants to do a short plat and then it doesn’t work out to continue financially he thinks that makes it punitive.  
Proposed revision to Chapter 20.01

Thompson stated she didn’t get anything done on this.
The next meeting will be November 20, 2017 at 7:00 PM.
With nothing further the meeting was adjourned at PM.
___________________________________
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