CITY OF BUCKLEY, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 17-15

AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Buckley, Pierce
County, Washington, repealing Chapter 3.434 of the City of
Buckley Municipal Code establishing an Ambulance Service Fee
Schedule, and creating a new Chapter 3.434 relating to
Ambulance Transport Services; providing for severability; and
establishing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the City Council previously adopted Ordinance No. 37.92 authoring
a schedule of fees for the provision of ambulance services, including transport to local
hospitals, to be charged within this jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, adoption of Ordinance No. 37.99 was codified in the Buckley
Municipal Code in Chapter 3.434; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to establish new rates and charges for city-
provided ambulance transport services in the City’s Taxes, Rates & Fees Schedule and
to adopt new policies relating to financial assistance in paying such rates and charges;
and

WHEREAS, this ordinance establishes the framework for the City Council to
establish the new rates and charges and to adopt a financial assistance policy;

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUCKLEY,
WASHINGTON DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Buckley Municipal Code Chapter 3.434 entitted Ambulance Service Fee Schedule as it
currently exists is repealed in its entirety and a new Chapter 3.434 titled Ambulance
Transport Services is enacted as follows:

Section 1. Definitions:

3.434.010 Definitions.

“Advanced life support (ALS) assessment” means an assessment performed by an ALS
crew as part of an emergency response that was necessary because the patient's
reported condition at the time of dispatch was such that only an ALS crew was qualified
to perform the assessment. An ALS assessment does not necessarily result in
determining that the patient requires an ALS level of service. The determination to
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respond emergently with an ALS ambulance must be in accord with the local 911 or
equivalent service dispatch protocol.

“Advanced life support (ALS) intervention” means a procedure that is in accordance with
state and local iaws beyond the scope of practice of an emergency medical technician
basic. An ALS intervention must be medically necessary to qualify as an intervention for
payment of an ALS level of service.

‘Advanced life support, level 1* (ALS1) means the transportation by ground ambulance
vehicle and the provision of medically necessary supplies and services including the
provision of an ALS assessment or at least one ALS intervention.

“Advanced life support, level 2" (Al.S2) means the transportation by ground ambulance
vehicle and the provision of medically necessary supplies and services including: (1) at
least three separate administrations of one or more medications by intravenous
push/bolus or by continuous infusion (excluding crystalloid fluids); or (2) ground
ambulance transport and the provision of at least one of the following ALS procedures:
Manual defibrillation/cardioversion, Endotracheal intubation, Central venous line,
Cardiac pacing, Chest decompression, Surgical airway, and Intraosseous line.

“Basic life support” (BLS) means transportation by ground ambulance vehicle and the
provision of medically necessary supplies and services, including BLS ambulance
services as defined by the State of Washington. The ambulance must be staffed by an
individual who is qualified in accordance with state and local laws as an emergency
medical technician basic (EMT).

“Basic life support — Emergency Response” means Emergency response is one in which
a BLS level of service has been provided in immediate response to a 911 call or the
equivalent. Animmediate response is one in which the ambulance begins as quickly as
possible to take the steps necessary to respond to the call.

“Emergency Medical Service” EMS means medical treatment and care which may be
rendered at the scene of any medical emergency or while transporting any patient in an
ambulance to an appropriate medical facility, including ambuiance transportation
between medical facilities.

Section 2. Rates and Fees:

3.434.020 Ambulance transport service fees.

A schedule of rates and fees for ambulance transport services, including BLS, BLS
Emergency Response, ALS 1, and ALS 2 services, shall be adopted by resolution of the
city council and published in the City's Taxes, Rates & Fees Schedule.

3.434.030 Provision of ambulance fransport service.

The ability to pay shall not be a condition of ambulance transport service. All aspects of

emergency medical services the City provides, including ambulance transport service,
shall be provided to all patients without discrimination based upon ability to pay.
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3.434.040 Collection of ambulance transport service rates and fees.

The City Council may establish programs with policies and procedures to provide for
financial assistance, including but not limited to debt forgiveness, to persons who incur
fees owed to the City as a result of receiving emergency medical and/or ambulance
transport services.

Section 3. Severability:

If any provision of this Ordinance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any other
provision, or this applications thereof, which can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application.

Section 4. Effective Date:

This Ordinance shall be in full force and take effect five (5) days after its publication
according to law.

Introduced, passed, and approved by the City Council on the 14™ day of July, 2015.
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Mayor P4t Johnson

Attest:
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Joanne Starr
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Kristin Eick Published: July 22, 2015
Attorney for the City of Buckley Effective: July 27, 2015
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