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Stormwater Runoff
Stormwater runoff is unfiltered water that reaches

streams, lakes, sounds, and oceans by means of
] flowing across impervious

& surfaces. These surfaces in-

' clude roads, parking lots,
driveways, and roofs. This
brochure will help you under-
_ stand the impact that storm-

water runoff has on all of us.

What's the problem?

When land is left in its natural
state, the majority of rainfall
soaks into forests and mead-
ows, flows slowly under-
ground, is filtered by natural
processes, and eventually feeds
streams, lakes, underground
aquifers, and Puget Sound.

The natural process of water soaking into the earth
is destroyed when we cover the land with buildings,
roads, and parking lots. The existing meadows and
forests are replaced with roofs, concrete, and as-
phalt; all of which do not allow rain to penetrate the
earth. Instead, the fallen rain quickly runs directly
into storm drains, ditches,

and streams, all without the

benefit of filtration.

To add to this problem, the

water that is running direct-

ly into the streams is often

picking up pollutants along the way. These pollu-
tants can include motor oils and gasoline that leak
from vehicles, fertilizers and pesticides from lawns
and gardens, and anything else that will float or

¢ dissolve in water. Pollution by this means is called
¥ non-point pollution, and is a huge problem. In fact,

¥ | non-point pollution accounts for over half of the

pollution reaching our creeks, streams, and Puget

Sound. The closure of many local beaches to shell-
fish harvesting and diminishing fish populations
are signs of pollution problems in Puget Sound.
These problems clearly indicate the need for pro-
grams that address the control of non-point source

! pollution.

People really can make a difference when it comes
to reducing stormwater

runoff and the problems

and costs that go with it.

Because we all contrib-

ute to the problem, we

all can be a part of the

solution. It starts with

paying attention to stormwater — at home, at work
and in our communities.

We can reduce the amount of runoff.

Reduce the amount of paved or hard surface areas.
Consider permeable paving for that new patio or
driveway. Look for ways to keep runoff out of the
stormwater system so it can soak into the ground.
Plant rain gardens. Use rain barrels. Wash your car

~ on the lawn or at a commercial car wash that recy-
_ cles water. (This helps prevent runoff pollution,

too!)

We can create cleaner runoff.

Reduce fertilizers, turf builders and pesticides on
your lawn and garden. Use small amounts of slow-
release fertilizer and environment-friendly products
for problem areas. Reduce pollution from roads,
driveways and parking lots.

Wear and tear on roads, tires and brakes leaves a lot
of pollutants behind. Fix vehicle fluid leaks immedi-
ately, and consider alternatives to driving solo.
Reduce bacterial pollution from animal waste.
Scoop pet waste and put it in your garbage. Cover
and control animal manure on small farms. Main-
tain your septic system. This will keep it from fail-

ing and causing pollution.

We can work together.

Get involved with community stormwater pro-
jects such as marking storm drains, maintaining
neighborhood green spaces, and establishing
pesticide aware neighborhoods.

Participate in your local watershed management
group and in land use, stormwater and develop-
ment planning with your city or county. Support
smart development practices that maximize the
natural vegetation.

Helpful websites

Puget Sound Partnership
www.psp.wa.gov/our_work/stormwater.htm

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

| cfoubl.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfim?program_id=6

Washington Department of Ecology
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/index.html

Don't ignore illegal dumping or polluting. This
only continues harming the environment and
our drinking water supply while making it
more costly to clean up.

Report any dumping or illicit discharge by call-
ing Public Works Department at (360) 829-1631
or emailing buckleypwd@cityofbuckley.com.




